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Curacao’s Refineria di Kòrsou (RdK) has issued 
a request for proposals to build an LNG import 
and trans-shipment terminal to displace heavy 
resid fuel oil at the Caribbean island’s refinery 
and power plants. The selected bidder, which 
can be a company, a joint venture or a 
consortium, will be required to develop, 
finance, build, own and operate the facility on 
the Caribbean island. 

The facility, which should be in service by 2021 
or earlier, will include LNG storage and 
regasification at Bullen Bay. It will supply 
natural gas to meet domestic demand, which 
could grow to around 175 MMcf/d by 2025. The 
project will also include a gas pipeline running 
to RdK’s refinery in Willemstad, 12.9 km from 
Bullen Bay. 

Curaçao is already a trans-shipment hub for oil 
products from Bullen Bay Terminal, located on 
the island’s southwest coast. The bay is in 
sheltered waters and historically has had little 
downtime due to weather. Its deep water would 
allow LNG tankers to approach a few meters 
from the shore, and the site would allow either a 
floating storage-and-regasification unit or a 
conventional onshore LNG terminal. 

The oil products terminal, which is also owned 
by RdK, has extensive oil storage and trans-
shipment facilities. Bullen Bay also has easy 
access for LNG ships arriving and departing 
with no interference from cruise ship traffic. 

Curacao now uses heavy residual fuel oil from 
the refinery to generate power as well as for the 
process equipment at the refinery. However, its 

use produces significant particulate and acid 
gas pollution, which have detrimental effects on 
the health of the local population and on 
Curaçao’s tourist business.  

Use of natural gas at the refinery is part of the 
Curacao government’s plan to have the facility 
modernized to ensure that it remains viable for 
at least 20-30 years. Use of natural gas can 
reduce the refinery’s harmful emissions by 80%, 
a step crucial for meeting international 
environmental standards. In addition to 
displacing fuel oil use at the refinery and the 
island’s power plant, regasified LNG could be 
used as feedstock for making the hydrogen 

needed for the refinery’s hydro-treating 
processes. 

All companies, joint ventures or consortia 
interested in the RFP must submit a formal 
email request to RdK at 
info.lngrfpcuracao@rdknv.com no later than 
11:59:59 PM (Curacao local time), June 29, 
2016. The email should clearly specify the 
name of the company and point of contact for 
future correspondence. RdK will invite 
interested participants to enter into a 
confidentiality agreement before they are 
granted access to the RFP data room.  
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